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 / Reference Map: Image–Text Relations

Six works positioned across two axes: direction of translation and type of rule

Language actively translates image Image actively shapes language

 / 
Systematic / Parametric

 / 
Intuitive / Poetic

Language replaces image

Language describes image

Image conditions language

Image drives image

Fiona Banner
The Nam (1997)

 / Language replaces image

Zorns Lemma
Hollis Frampton (1970)

 / Image systematically replaces language

Chris Marker
Sans Soleil (1983)

 / Poetic language describes image

Ollie Palmer
24fps Psycho (2016)

 / Algorithm drives image replacement

 / Niu Jun Qiang
Reveal (2020)

 / Analogue conditions record language

 / Your Work
 / Audio Description System

 / analogue digital

 / Formal investigation -  / Language–image gap  / Algorithmic condition  / Your work

 /  WORKS IN DETAIL

Fiona Banner — The Nam (1997)
Book / Text work

 / IMAGE

Film as object to be fully absorbed into language

 / TEXT

Massive text becomes an unreadable visual object

 / RULE

Total coverage: every frame must become language

 / RESULT

Language replaces image, then itself becomes image

 / RELATION TO YOUR WORK

The extreme of language replacing image — your system inverts this:

image enters language form

Hollis Frampton — Zorns Lemma (1970)
Structural film

 / IMAGE

Image as systematic force that replaces language

 / TEXT

The alphabet—most basic unit of language—is erased

 / RULE

Fully transparent: each letter maps to a film clip

 / RESULT

Reading is forced to become watching

 / RELATION TO YOUR WORK

——

Model of rule transparency — your system similarly needs its logic to

be perceptible

Chris Marker — Sans Soleil (1983)
Essay film

 / IMAGE

Image as something language can never fully reach

 / TEXT

Poetic, subjective narration aware of its own

incompleteness

 / RULE

No explicit system; logic of poetic memory and

association

 / RESULT

The failure of translation is itself the work's meaning

 / RELATION TO YOUR WORK

-

Your system makes the language–image gap visible and measurable

Ollie Palmer — 24fps Psycho (2016)
Algorithmic performance

 / IMAGE

Image as both input data and output form; audio drives

replacement rate

 / TEXT

(No text) Sound is the parametric source controlling

visual replacement

 / RULE

Fully algorithmic: frame-by-frame analysis and

database matching

 / RESULT

Narrative dissolves; image becomes pure data stream

 / RELATION TO YOUR WORK

Direct precedent for your system logic: one medium's condition drives

another

 Niu Jun Qiang — Reveal (2020)
Video / performance installation

 / IMAGE

Tarkovsky's candlelight as physical light and as object

of description

 / TEXT

Oral language describes the image; language is bodily

and present

 / RULE

Analogue rule: candlelight records speech vibrations

physically

 / RESULT

Light becomes mediator between image, language, and

matter

 / RELATION TO YOUR WORK

—— / /

Most direct precedent: audio description as method — you replace

analogue with digital, body with parameter

 / Your Work — 
Two-channel video / parametric typography

 / IMAGE  image sampler 

Image as source of conditions: brightness data drives

typographic parameters

 / TEXT

Audio description text — the most neutral-claiming

language — shaped by its own subject

 / RULE Image sampler scale

opacity

Image sampler mapping: image data drives typographic

parameters

 / RESULT

Text carries both semantic meaning and image trace;

reading becomes perceptual experience

 /  AXIS NOTES

X  / X-axis

Left = language as active translator, attempting to describe or replace image. Right = image as active shaper, its conditions entering and determining language's form.

Y  / Y-axis

Bottom = intuitive, poetic working method with implicit or subjective rules. Top = systematic, parametric method with explicit, trackable, algorithmic rules.
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